Data Quality Control

Each of the data collection sources has separate but similar sampling procedures, data
protocols, and reporting methodologies. Our facility uses data quality control guidelines in the
interpretation of source-specific datasheets as described by the Procedure Manual for Age,
Growth, and Reproduction (AGR) Lab (NMFS 2004; NMFS 2008). First, each species-specific
collection is assigned an annual collection (or tracking) number and all collection-specific data
(i.e. source, source number, state, sector, and gear) are proofed and entered in our Annual AGR
Access Databases from the original datasheets. If such data are not provided, then the collector
(port agent and/or survey leader) is contacted to track down the missing data. Our Annual AGR
Access Databases were constructed with field-specific lists of suitable values (e.g. source, state,
sector, and gear), validation rules, and user-specific security for data accessibility to enhance our
data quality control procedures. Additionally, the source number (or interview number) is a
source-specific number (or combination of intercept specific numbers) that permits the cross-
referencing of data between databases (original source and Annual AGR Database). Next, after
all the individual fish data are entered, proofing sheets are reviewed against the original
datasheets and any corrections are made to the Annual AGR Database. Finally, all proofing
sheets are initialed, dated and filed for further reference. Prior to 1998, no manual existed to
implement these procedures. Therefore, to insure these standards of quality control, all 1991-
1997 data were proofed using the TIP original datasheets (archived in Panama City, FL) and any
missing data were resolved by accessing the TIP database (DELPHI, SEFHOST).
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